TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY

March 2nd, 2025
Sunday of the Transfiguration

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church




Our Savior’s Lutheran Church

A congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Welcome to Worship!

We're glad that you are here
as part of worship!

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
welcomes all!

We gather for worship called by
God’s Spirit from many places of
compass and heart. We bring stories of
where God has met and sustained us
along the way. We bring questions and
yearnings to see God’s presence more
fully in our world. We are brought
together by a God
who knows us as
Creator, and who
gathers us as only a
Good Shepherd
can—to lead us into
what it means to be
God’s people here
in this place.

As God’s people, we
are continually

learning what it means to be truly
encouraging and supportive to all. We
are committed to care for, to love, to
understand, and to listen to each other,
regardless of ethnicity, age, sexual
orientation, gender identity, physical
or mental ability, social or economic
status. To all we extend a heartfelt
invitation to join us on this journey, as
partners in the full life and ministry of
Christ the Servant.

The Bible reminds us to “remember
the Sabbath day”. We remember that
“This is the Lord’s day”, and as we
gather to worship the God who
deserves our praise, the Lord will do
for us what the Lord does: feed us,
forgive us, help and heal us. Rejoice at
all the wonderful things God is doing.

We hope that you will feel at home!

We hope you feel Christ’s welcome
in our service, and hope to see you
again soon.

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Great Falls, Montana

page 2




Sunday of the Epiphany
March 2nd, 2025

Introduction

Witnesses to the glory of God in the face of Jesus reflect that glory in the world. It was true for
Moses. It was doubtless true for Peter, James, and John. We pray that it will be true of all of us
who see God’s glory in the word and in the supper and who are being “transformed into the
same image” by God'’s Spirit.

PRELUDE, WORDS OF WELCOME
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP WITH MUSIC

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, our creator, our protector, our
wellspring of life.
Amen.
[P} Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts,
let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
you speak blessing and compassion into the world.
Forgive us for the ways we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference.
We ignore the needs of our neighbors;
we resist your call to oppose injustice;
we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about one another.
Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their grasp.
Show us your lovingkindness.
Restore our hearts and repair your world,
that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen.
Pl God proclaims these words of assurance:
“Do not fear, for | have redeemed you.
| have called you by name. You are mine.”
In *F Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are made free.
Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God.
Amen.

®
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GATHERING SONG Beautiful Savior ELW # 838
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1 Beau -ti - ful Sav - ior, King of cre - a - tion,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair is the sun shine, fair is the moon - light,
4 Beau-ti - ful Sav - o, Lord of the na - tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
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Son of God and Son of Man!
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Tru - ly I'd love thee, ttu - ly I'd serve  thee,
Je - sus s fair - er, Je - sus is pur - er,
Je - sus shines bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - or, praise, ad - o ra - tion,
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light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!

Text: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.

GREETING
P

grace, mercy, and peace be with you all.

And also with you.

Sisters and brothers in Christ, beloved children of God:
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KYRIE Now the Feast And Celebration, ELW # 157
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HYMN OF PRAISE ELW # 167
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P} Let us pray.
Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond our knowing,
yet we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. Transform us into the
likeness of your Christ, who renewed our humanity so that we may share
in his divinity, Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

CHOIR ANTHEM “Create in Me” Victor C. Johnson
Choir: To God alone be the Glory Thanks be to God!

FIRST READING: EXODUS 34:29-35

Moses’ face shone with the reflected glory of God after he received the Ten Commandments on
Mount Sinai. The sight caused the Israelites to be afraid, so Moses wore a veil to mask the
radiance of God’s glory, taking it off when he spoke directly with God.

2 Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain
with the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the
skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God. **\When Aaron
and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were
afraid to come near him. ** But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the
leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. 32
Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all
that the LORD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 3 When Moses had finished
speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; **but whenever Moses went in
before the LORD to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he came
out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been
commanded, > the Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his
face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he went
in to speak with him .

A Word of God, word of life. .8 Thanks be to God.
PSALM 99
! The LoRrob is king; let the people tremble.
The LORD is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake.
’The LORD, great in Zion,
is high above all peoples.
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* Let them confess God’s name, which is great and awesome;
God is the Holy One.
* O mighty king, lover of justice, you have established equity;
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.
> Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and fall down before God’s footstool;
God is the Holy One.
® Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those
who call upon your name, O LORD,
they called upon you, and you answered them,
7 you spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud;
they kept your testimonies and the decree that you gave them.
80 LoRD our God, you answered them indeed;
you were a God who forgave them,
yet punished them for their evil deeds.
? Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and worship upon God’s holy hill;
for the LORD our God is the Holy One.

SECOND READING: 2 CORINTHIANS 3:12—4:2
In his debates with the Corinthians, Paul contrasts the glory of Moses with the glory of Christ.
The Israelites could not see Moses’ face because of the veil. But in Christ we see the unveiled
glory of God and are transformed into Christ’s likeness.

12 Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, B not like
Moses, who put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at
the end of the glory that was being set aside. ** But their minds were hardened.
Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that
same veil is still there, since only in Christ is it set aside. ™ Indeed, to this very
day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; ®hut when one turns
to the Lord, the veil is removed. *” Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 8 And all of us, with unveiled faces,
seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this
comes from the Lord, the Spirit.

*! Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry,
we do not lose heart. 2We have renounced the shameful things that one hides;
we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by the open
statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in
the sight of God.

A Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Now the Feast and Celebration

Congregation:
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GOSPEL: LUKE 9:28-36

The conversation about Jesus’ suffering and death is enclosed in a dazzling foreshadowing of the
resurrection. God affirms Jesus’ identity, the disciples are stunned speechless, and Jesus resumes
his mission with a demonstration of his power over evil.

8 Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John
and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. >’ And while he was praying,
the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. *°
Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. *' They appeared
in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish
at Jerusalem. ** Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep;
but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who
stood with him. ** Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it
is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah” —not knowing what he said. ** While he was saying
this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they
entered the cloud. **> Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my
Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” 3¢ When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found
alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they
had seen.

P The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Come Down Oh Love Divine

ELW #804
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1 Come down, O Love i - vine; seek thou this soul of mine
2 Oh, let it free - ly burn, till world-ly pas - sions turn
3 Let ho-1ly char - i - ty mine out-ward ves - ture be,
4 And so the yearn - ing strong, with which the soul will  long,
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and vis - it it with thine own ar - dor glow - ing;
to dust and ash - es in its heat con - sum - ing;
and low - li - ness be - come mine in - ner cloth - ing—
shall far out- pass the powr of hu - man tell - ing;
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O Com-fort - er, draw  near; with - in my heart ap - pear
and let thy glo - rious light shine ev - er on my sight,
true low - li - ness of heart,  which takes the hum - bler part,
no soul can guess Love’s grace till it be-come the place
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and kin - dle it, thy ho - ly flame be - stow - ing.
and clothe me round, the while my path il - lum - ing.
and o’er its own short - com-ings weeps with  loath - ing.
where - in  the Ho - ly Spir - it makes a dwell - ing.

Text: Bianco da Siena, d. 1434; tr. Richard F. Littledale, 1833-1890
Music: DOWN AMPNEY, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Music from The English Hymnal, outside the USA © Oxford University Press 1906. All rights reserved.
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CREED

In Scripture you command us to pray
for all in leadership. This day we
especially remember those who lead
near our homes — in states, counties,
and town councils. Give them wisdom
to protect local resources so that all
will flourish both now and in the years
to come. God of grace,

Bring your healing grace to those who
feel distant from you. Speak comfort
to those who need your words of
mercy. We pray for those family
members and those close to our
hearts who do not feel harbor in faith
or welcome in Jesus. God of grace,

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH hear our prayer.
P} With the Spirit of Christ shining upon P
us, let us boldly pray for the church,
the world, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
P} Transfiguring God, through your Holy
Spirit working within us, you
transform us. Transform not only us
but our community. Move the church
from complacency to boldness in hear our prayer.
sharing the good news with others.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
We pray for your creation. As seasons
change, give patience and skill to
those tending herds and those
preparing equipment for Spring
planting. Grant nourishing weather for hear our prayer.
the growing of crops and a gentle melt p)

of the snow pack. God of grace,

God of our past, present, and future,
lead us into new beginnings, trusting
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in the promise of new life in Christ.
Accompany those congregations
among the ELCA wrestling with
decisions about how their own
congregation will continue, and give
courage to congregations starting new
ministries. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Renewing God, the saints who have
gone before us witnessed to the ways
you transform your church and
people. We give thanks for their

OFFERING AND OFFERTORY
OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God,

N @

(P)

example and pray we carry it forward.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
We entrust our prayers to you, O God,
in the sure and certain hope that your
promise is revealed among the people.
Amen.
The peace of Christ Jesus be with you
always.
And also with you.

The sharing of God’s peace with each

other.

source of every gift of your creation.

By these gifts and with our lives,

help us to serve one another and all in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord . Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P} In the night in which He was betrayed.......

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.
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LAMB OF GOD Now the Feast and Celebration
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food.
Strengthened by this goodness, send us forth to announce your peace,
comfort the afflicted, and share the good news of great joy. . Amen.
BLESSING AND SENDING
Pl God all mighty, God most merciful - bless you, keep you,
and give you peace
Amen, Amen, Amen (sung)

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Great Falls, Montana page 14



SENDING HYMN

How Good, Lord To Be Here ELW # 315
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1 How good, Lord, to be  here! Your glo - ry fills the night
2 How good, Lord, to  be here, your beau-ty to be - hold
3 Ful - fill - er of the past and  hope of things to be,
4 Be - fore we taste of  death, we see your king-dom come;
5 How good, Lord, to  be here! Yet we may not re - main;
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where Mo -ses and E

=

fl'

shine with un - bor-rowed light.

- li - jah stand, your mes-sen-gers of old.
we  hail your bod -y glo - 1i - fied and our re-demp-tion see.
we long to hold the  vi- sion bright and make this hill our home.
but since you bid us leave the mount, come with us to the plain.
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Text: Joseph A. Robinson, 1858-1933, alt.
Music: POTSDAM, W. Mercer, The Church Psalter and Hvinn Book, 1854

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live in Hope!
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

FF
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Gatherings this Week:
Sunday, March 2nd 10:00 Worship

11:16 Sunday School in the Fellowship Hall (NE Corner)
Mon, March 3rd 9:15 Offering Counters
Wed, March 5th  7:30 Men’s Text Study at 4B’s
12:00 Women’s Text Study at Our Savior’s
7:00 Ash Wednesday Worship Service at Our Savior’s

Sunday, March 9th 10:00 Worship

SERVING MARCH 2ND

Usher: Sanna Beerman

Greeter: Juanita Hogenson

Reader: Pastor John Allen

Altar Guild: Joyce Morgan, Nancy Traner
Fellowship: Ellen Forslund

Offer. Coll.: Robin Sainsbury
Counters: Helen Beckley, John Allen
Pianist/Organist: Michelle Payton
Cantor: Ellen Forslund

Preaching: Pastor Eric Finsand

SERVING MARCH 9TH

Usher: Jerry Ramstead

Greeter: Kerrie Ramstead

Reader: Pastor John Allen

Altar Guild: Joyce Morgan, Nancy Traner
Fellowship: Ellen Forslund

Offer. Coll.: Robin Sainsbury
Counters: Helen Beckley, John Allen
Pianist/Organist: Michelle Payton
Cantor: Ellen Forslund

Preaching: Pastor Eric Finsand
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